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Private Schools, Tutors, William and Mary College, and Studying 
Abroad. 

The chapter on Social Life is one of the most interesting. In it is 
quoted a letter from Col. Daniel Parke, about 1702, to his daughter 
Frances, afterward Mrs. Custis. Among other things he says: "Do 
not learn to romp but behave yourself soberly and like a gentlewoman. 
... Be calm and Obliging to all the Servants, and when you speak doe 
it mildly, even to the poorest slave ", etc. In the same chapter is this 
extract from the diary of a " very lively little colonial girl ", Sally Fair- 
fax : " On thursday the 26th of decern. Mama made 6 Mince pies and 7 
custards, 12 tarts, 1 chicking pye and 4 pudings for the ball". 

It may surprise many to read what the commissioners to settle the 
boundary between Virginia and North Carolina in 1710 report of the 
hospitable Mrs. Frances Jones : " She is a very civil woman and shews 
nothing of ruggedness, or Immodesty in her carriage, yett she will carry 
a gunn in the woods and kill deer, turkeys, etc., shoot down wild cattle, 
catch and tye hoggs, knock down beeves with an ax and perform the 
most manfull Exercises as well as most men in those parts. - ' 

In these days of enforced aridity it is refreshing to read this item 
from the diary of the Father of his Country in 1771 : " Dined at the 
Speaker's and went to the Play — after wch Drank a Bowl or two of 
Punch at Mrs. Campbell's ". 

There is a chapter on Virginia and England, and chapters on the 
Theatre, Outdoor Sports, Music, Religion, and Funeral Customs. But 
perhaps no chapter will elicit more good laughs from the reader than 
that on Courtship and Marriage. 

R. H. Dabney. 

The Iconography of Manhattan Island, 1498-1909. Compiled from 
Original Sources and illustrated by Photo-intaglio Reproduc- 
tions of important Maps, Plans, Views, and Documents in Public 
and Private Collections, by I. N. Phelps Stokes. Volumes I. 
and II. (New York: Robert H. Dodd. 1915-1916. Pp. lii, 
473; xxxii, 452. $40.00 each.) 

It has been the aim of Mr. Stokes in this work to collect as far as 
possible, in chronological form, all maps, charts, plans, and views of 
topographical or artistic importance which are known to exist, affecting 
the city of New York from its earliest days. These have been arranged 
in two main groups, the first embracing those from the earliest settle- 
ment down to the year 1807; the second group is designed to contain a 
selection from the multifarious cartographic and pictorial productions 
from 1807 to the present time. 

Of the material collected in this work nearly all is well-known, and 
is readily accessible to the student in much larger scale than Mr. Stokes 
has been able to give to most of his reproductions in the small quarto 
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pages of the volumes under review. In the prosecution of his enter- 
prise, however, he has been remarkably fortunate in bringing out several 
items of the greatest cartographic importance, the very existence of 
which was hitherto unsuspected; and because of his success in this 
respect the work will always remain a monument in its particular field. 
The story of the discoveries is a remarkable one, and a brief outline of 
them seems not out of place in a review of Mr. Stokes's work. 

Rather more than a quarter of a century ago it became generally 
known that the eminent historical critic in Paris, M. Henri Harrisse, had 
come into possession of a topographical chart of Manhattan Island, of 
unusual interest. As it was apparently guarded with considerable jeal- 
ousy by M. Harrisse, little was known of his treasure, except that it was 
understood to represent about the date 1640, and was commonly spoken 
of as the " Jan Vingboons " chart, from the name of the supposed car- 
tographer. 

In 191 1, under the will of M. Harrisse, this so-called "Manatus" or 
"Vingboons" chart passed by bequest to the Library of Congress at 
Washington, and became the subject of critical examination. It then 
appeared to be a somewhat roughly executed but generally faithful sur- 
vey of Manhattan Island and the adjacent shores, whereon were de- 
picted in the crude pictorial fashion common to seventeenth-century 
charts the leading bouwerijen of the Dutch settlers. A pretty full but 
somewhat carelessly compiled key fixed the date of this chart to the year 
1639, but there was nothing upon it to indicate the supposed authorship 
of Jan Vingboons. Under the bequest of M. Harrisse there also passed 
to the Library of Congress two other charts which, from their apparent 
periods of construction and from the general style of their execution, 
seemed to be companion pieces to the " Manatus " chart. Of these, one 
was entitled Pascaert van Nienw Nederlandt Virginia aide Nieuw Enge- 
landt verthonende alles wat van die Landen by See oft by Land is 
ondect oft Bckent. This shows, in pretty correct form, the American 
coast from the mouth of Chesapeake Bay to the Penobscot River. 

The remaining one of these three pieces (all of which are repro- 
duced in Mr. Stokes's work) is entitled Noort Rivier in Nieu Neer- 
landt, and shows the course of the North or Hudson's River from near 
Sandy Hook to the "Vastigoyt" or Indian fortification near the Falls 
of Cohoes. 

Investigations soon traced back these three pieces (which seem for 
a time to have been thought originals), as having once formed part of 
a large collection of views, maps, and plans of the Dutch settlements in 
various parts of the world, which, bound in two calf volumes, formed 
part of the stock of the old firm (established in 1680) of Gerard Hulst 
van Keulen, publisher of sea-charts at Amsterdam. The collection was 
sold at auction at Amsterdam, September 7, 1885, to the well-known 
house of Frederik Muller and Company, who had the volumes broken 
up and the literary materials dispersed. In this manner the three charts 
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above mentioned came into the possession of M. Henri Harrisse, while 
many of the other pieces of the collection found their way into the Royal 
Archives at the Hague, where they became the subjects of an exhaustive 
examination and study by Dr. F. C. Wieder, assistant librarian of the 
University of Amsterdam. 

In the meantime, during the year 1910, Col. J. J. Staal, editor of 
the Dutch geographical journal Tijdschrift van het Koninklijk Neder- 
landsch Aardrijkskundig Genootschap, in the course of a visit to Italy, 
observed various Dutch charts and plans, property of the Italian gov- 
ernment, which were framed and hung upon the walls of a room in the 
Villa Castello near Florence. Colonel Staal noted these briefly in his 
journal, and they were more carefully examined in the following year 
by Mr. J. W. Yzerman, president of the Royal Dutch Geographical 
Society. Later, Mr. Yzerman, upon the occasion of an accidental meet- 
ing at the Hague with Dr. Wieder, described to the latter the drawings 
which he had recently seen in Italy, and from his description of them 
Dr. Wieder at once believed that the pieces in the Castello Villa were of 
the same collection, and duplicates of those at the Hague. It was 
also disclosed that there was in the Castello collection " a hitherto un- 
recorded large colored manuscript plan of New Amsterdam during the 
Dutch period ". 

With these facts in view, Dr. Wieder made a trip to Florence to 
examine the newly discovered material. " It was a great surprise ", 
says Mr. Stokes, " to find in Italy such an extensive collection of Dutch- 
drawn maps, plans, and views of countries that had no particular con- 
nection with Italy". The explanation however soon appeared. During 
the years 1 667-1 669, the Tuscan Prince Cosimo de' Medici made a trip 
through England and Holland, accompanied by Prince Corsini. A 
manuscript account of this trip is preserved in the Biblioteca Lauren- 
ziana in Florence, and it appears quite conclusively that the material 
was then acquired. 

The copies of Dutch charts and plans in the Villa Castello, from 
similarity in technique, were apparently all from one source, and Dr. 
Wieder's theory was confirmed by the discovery among them of a du- 
plicate of the "Manatus" plan of M. Harrisse, having a much more 
accurate key than the latter, but being itself corrected in several im- 
portant details by the Harrisse chart. It was readily seen therefore that 
both these plans were copied from an unknown original. The designa- 
tion of Jan Vingboons as author was apparently a mere assumption by 
Messrs. Muller and Company, in their sales catalogue, from that name 
as it appeared on one of the West India maps in the collection. 

The main discovery at the Villa Castello however was that of the 
plan of New Amsterdam, which had remained, incredible as it may seem, 
utterly unknown to all the eager collectors of the last century. It is a 
neatly drawn plan, 25 inches by 18^5 in size, entitled Afbeeldinge van de 
Stadt Amsterdam in Nieuw Nederlandt. It represents very nearly the 
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year 1660, and is believed by Mr. Stokes (probably justly) to be the 
work of the Long Island surveyor, Jacques Cortelyou. In its technique 
it shows the semi-perspective .style of Braun's monumental work, the 
Civitates of the preceding century, but its marked accuracy of detail in 
showing the division lines of property adds greatly to its practical value. 
Mr. Stokes has inserted an enlarged " Re-draft of the Castello Plan " as 
a frontispiece to his second volume. In this the small town appears in a 
glorified state, the imagination of the artist having been allowed full 
play to besprinkle the houses, not only with windows and doors from 
conventional models, but with gables, tile roofings, dormer windows, 
etc., to add shrubbery and other attractions, and even to decorate the 
old Dutch burial ground on lower Broadway with sad memorials of the 
dead which probably never appeared there, the original being marked 
only by a few arbitrary signs. It is this original, however, in its some- 
what severe simplicity which must always be resorted to by students of 
the early topography of New Amsterdam. 

Mr. Stokes has further enriched his collection by another piece 
which it would be unjust to pass by without special mention. It is a 
sepia wash drawing which came into the possession of Mr. Stokes from 
Baron Van Sypestein, "a well known amateur and collector from the 
Hague ". It throws much light upon the somewhat mysterious view of 
the same description (hitherto regarded as unique), in the possession 
of the New York Historical Society, and which bears the enigmatical 
inscription: "In 't Schip Lydia door Lourens Heermans Block A°i650." 
Neither Lourens Heermans Block nor the ship Lydia was known in the 
records of New Amsterdam, yet he was generally spoken of as the author 
of the view; and the date upon it, though unsatisfactory, was assumed 
to mark its period. Mr. Stokes's view has practically the same features 
as that of the Historical Society, with one very important difference. 
While both of these views show the church built in 1642 in Fort Amster- 
dam, the Historical Society's view shows also near the East River shore 
the large " Stads Herberg " or city tavern, finished about the end of the 
year 1643. Mr. Stokes's view shows no signs of the Herberg and as the 
location is so conspicuous as to forbid the supposition that the building 
was accidentally omitted, the conclusion is irresistible that Mr. Stokes's 
copy is a first state, and the other view a later one, from an unknown 
original of the year 1642 or 1643, and is therefore established as the 
second authentic view of New Amsterdam, the first being the so-called 
Hartgers View of 1628. The "Block" inscription probably merely 
records a presentation to the Dutch vessel in 1650. 

The second volume of Mr. Stokes's work contains an extensive col- 
lection, taken from what he aptly characterizes as "the cartographical 
chaos of the sixteenth Century", of the sea-charts constructed by the 
explorers of various nations, showing the North American coasts. It 
is accompanied by an interesting and learned disquisition from the pen 
of Dr. F. C. Wieder; but by reason of the reduced size of the charts, and 
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the complicated system of grouping the same, together with the addi- 
tional disadvantage of a remotely placed text, these costly volumes would 
seem not likely to be of the greatest practical advantage to students. 
Some of the historical deductions, such for example as those relating to 
the discoveries of Verazzano, the lost island of " Luisa ", the supposed 
voyage of Thomas Dermer through Long Island Sound in 1619 (based 
entirely upon a misapprehension of his allusion to what was assumed to 
be Hell Gate in the East River), are not likely to be accepted unques- 
tioningly by historical critics. 

Mr. Stokes's work contains a voluminous body of text and com- 
ments. In his preface he acknowledges the assistance of various per- 
sons in the preparation of these, but without specifically stating the 
portions attributable to individuals. It is evident that their conclusions 
may vary materially in critical value, and may require considerable 
further examination and research before they can be considered as estab- 
lished historical facts, and not merely personal opinions. 

An example of this is the somewhat ludicrous assertion that the 
prominent structure with a conical-shaped roof shown upon all the 
various forms of Mr. Stokes's " Prototype View " of New Amster- 
dam, and believed by most recent writers from its topographical situation 
to be the old Bark Mill, in the loft of which the first church services 
were held — is a hay barrack in the distance. The explanation of this 
curious notion appears from the newly discovered '"' Castello plan ", 
where in the general line of perspective of these views, but at a dis- 
tance of nearly half a mile behind the houses of the town, there appears 
a small object probably designed to show a Dutch hay barrack on the 
old Damen farm, about at the present Broadway and Cedar Street. 
That this small structure, adapted to the needs of a farm of no more 
than thirty acres or so, was visible at all from the point of view is suf- 
ficiently doubtful; but that its location was utterly inconsistent with the 
topographical features of the views, and that upon the beautiful "Pro- 
totype View " from the Hague, doors and windows are plainly enough 
depicted upon the building, are considerations which might well have 
caused some hesitation in enunciating such a singular conclusion as that 
in the text of the work. 

J. H. Innes. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer van 1623 tot 1636. Door Dr. J. Spinoza 
Catella Jessurun. (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff. 1917. 
Pp. 213, xxv. 5 gld.) 

This work, which was originally submitted as a thesis for the degree 
of Doctor of Dutch Literature in Amsterdam University, is but one of 
many indications that have come to us within recent years of a revival 
of interest in Holland in the subject of former Dutch colonization in 
New Netherland. 



